
MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
 
REPORT TO:  STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
 
DATE:   February 5th 2013 
 
SUBJECT:  The Review of the Agreed Syllabus for Merthyr Tydfil 
 
 
Background 
 
During the Spring Term 2008 Merthyr Tydfil Standing Conference endorsed and 
adopted a new agreed syllabus for the Authority’s schools to be implemented from 
September 2008. The agreed syllabus provides information to the LA and schools 
about: 
 

• religious education in the Foundation Phase;  

• programmes of study for religious education in key stages 2, 3, 4 and Post 

16; and  

• assessment information through the use of outcomes and level descriptors for 

religious education.  

A yearly programme of INSET has been provided for schools and specific training on 
the agreed syllabus has been offered. Comprehensive support materials, including 
Schemes of Work and electronic Progress in Learning files for primary and 
secondary schools, have already been issued to schools.  Schools have also 
accessed a number of Welsh Government guidance documents:  

 

• Religious education: Guidance for 14 – 19-year- olds 

• Religious Education: guidance for Key Stage 2 and 3 

• Exemplifying learner profiles at Key stages 2 and 3 in religious education 

A guidance document on RE in the Foundation Phase is soon to be published.  
 
It is a legal requirement for every LA to review its agreed syllabus within five years of 
the last review. Merthyr Tydfil SACRE is aware of this requirements and it is a key 
element of the SACRE development plan for 2012 onwards.  
 
Curriculum Review 
 
On October 1st 2012 Leighton Andrews AM, Minister for Education and Skills, 
announced a review of assessment and the National Curriculum in Wales. This 
review includes two phases. The first phase involves the introduction of the National 
Literacy and Numeracy Framework by September 2013. The second phase involves 
identification of revisions to the current assessment and curriculum arrangements in 
Wales.  This review will cover the National Curriculum core and foundation subjects 
at each key stage.  Implementation is expected to take place from September 2014. 
 
There is also a three year independent evaluation of the Foundation Phase currently 
being conducted. The evaluation will consider: 

 



• how the foundation phase is being implemented; 

• suggest ways in which improvements can be made; 

• what impact the Foundation Phase is having; 

• value for money; and 

• tracking the future impact of the Foundation Phase.  

 

Recommendation  
 
Members of the SACRE are requested to discuss the content of this report and 
written statement by Welsh Government and consider the implications for Merthyr 
Tydfil agreed syllabus.  

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 

• Written statement by the Welsh Government on the review of assessment 

and the National Curriculum in Wales. 

 

 

 
 

  
 


