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PURPOSE OF THE REPORT: 

 

To recommend dedication of a Public Right of Way (Footpath) over land in 
Council ownership and that the appropriate Definitive Map Modification be 
made. 
 
 
 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 
1.1  A report was presented to Cabinet on 28th January 2010 informing 

members of the implementation of the River Taff Corridor Phase Three 
Scheme. The report concluded that funding would be sought to 
additionally implement a further Fourth Phase. This was included in the 
Town Centre Regeneration Programme approved by WEFO in 
November 2010.  

 
1.2     The River Taff Corridor is an important asset and forms an attractive 

feature in the Town Centre with links on the Taff Trail, to the remains of 
the Glamorganshire Canal and other features. In January 2006, the 
River Corridor Masterplan was prepared by Austin Smith Lord 
Consultants, which was subsequently approved by Cabinet and three 
phases were implemented through the Heads of the Valleys 
Programme. The scheme phases have been developed and consulted 
in conjunction with the Town Centre Partnership. 

 
 
 

 



1.3 The first three phases of works comprised of major environmental 
improvements from Dixon Street through to the Weir and installation of 
a fish pass which public realm enhancements as far as the Leisure 
Village. 

 

1.4 A fourth phase has now been implemented aimed to extend the first 
three phases, achieve continuity and improve links between the Taff 
Trail, Orbit Business Centre and Welsh Assembly Government Building 
to the town centre 

 

1.5 This phase has extended the features and attractions on the Taff Trail 
and provides a more attractive route to the town centre for users from 
the WAG building, ORBIT and future developments. Innovative project 
design will provide a stronger identity for the Taff Trail and corridor 
enhancing its tourism potential. 

 

1.6 From time to time the County Borough Council receives applications 
from third parties to record rights of way over land in its ownership and 
when this happens there are two options open to the Council:- 

   
1. The Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO). 
 
 The DMMO process enables a Legal Order to be made where 

evidence held by the Authority shows that a public path exists or 
is “reasonably alleged to subsist” (Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981). 

 
 A landowner (including the Council) may object to the Order 

being made by providing evidence to the contrary that shows 
they never intended the path to become public.  As part of the 
Legal Order making process a 42 day public consultation period 
is necessary and the Order requires advertising on site and in a 
local newspaper.  If objections are received the opposed Order 
is sent to the Secretary of State for a decision to confirm (with or 
without modifications) or not confirm the Order and a Public 
Inquiry may be necessary to determine the Order.  This process 
is both costly and time consuming and has resource implications 
for the Council.  A typical Public Inquiry will cost in the region of 
£5000 - £10,000, depending on the duration. 

 
 
2. Declaration of Dedication as Public Right of Way 
 
 This process allows the County Borough Council as landowner 

to dedicate strips of land in its ownership for use and enjoyment 
as Public Rights of Way.  As this process is a Dedication by the 
landowner, third party objections cannot be made and as there 



is no statutory duty to undertake further consultation, the 
potential for additional costs and resource implications 
associated with the process are reduced.  Notices will be placed 
on site however to bring the Dedication to the attention of the 
public at large.  In contrast to the DMMO process, dedication 
offers the County Borough Council a more efficient and cost 
effective procedure. 

 

1.7 A request has been received from the Physical Regeneration for the 
new section of trail (Cyfarthfa 118) to be dedicated as a Public 
Footpath. 

 

1.8 The footpath crosses land owned by the local authority, internal 
consultations have been received and no adverse comments have 
been received. 

 

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF ROUTE TO BE ADDED 

   

2.1 The route commences at point A on the plan at grid reference 
SO04770569 at its junction with Public Right of Way, bridleway 
Cyfarthfa 62 (The Taff Trail) and proceeds in a general south-south-
westerly direction for 56 metres to terminate point at point B on the 
plan at grid reference SO04750563 which is the junction with Public 
Right of Way footpath Cyfarthfa 5. 

  

3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 

 
3.1 There are minor cost implications to the proposal of signposting the  

route at appropriate points. The costs can be met out of the existing 
public rights of way budget. Future maintenance of the route will also 
be met from the public rights of way budget. 
 

3.2 Councillors should be aware that there is scope for any adjacent 
landowners to apply for compensation under section 28 of the 
Highways Act 1980. Section 28 states:- 

 
“(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section if, on a claim 

made in accordance with this section, it is shown that the value 
of an interest of a person in land is depreciated, or that a person 
has suffered damage by being disturbed in his enjoyment of 
land, in consequence of the coming into operation of a public 
path creation order, the authority by whom the order was made 
shall pay to that person compensation equal to the amount of 
the depreciation or damage. 

 



 
(2) Nothing in this section confers on any person, in respect of a 

footpath, bridleway, or restricted byway created by a public path 
creation order, a right to compensation for depreciation of the 
value of an interest in the land, or for disturbance in his 
enjoyment of land, not being in either casae land over which the 
path or way was created or land held therewith, unless the 
creation of the path or way would have been actionable at his 
suit if it had been effected otherwise that in exercise of statutory 
powers”.... 

 
 

3.3 In this case there is little or no likelihood for a claim for compensation 
as the council own the adjacent land. 

4.0 EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 
4.1 It has been identified that an Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) is not 

required for the purpose of this report.    A copy of the EqlA screening 
form is attached with this report.   

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) that 

  
5.1 That Council dedicate the route described above as Cyfarthfa 118as 

depicted on the plans in Appendix A as a bridleway. 
 

5.2 That a dedication agreement be drawn up in respect of the route and 
once the relevant dedication agreement has been sealed by the 
Council that site notices are placed at each end of the route and that a 
Definitive Map Modification Order under Section 53(3)(a)(iii) Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 be prepared in respect of this route. 
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