
MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO: STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION

DATE:                         NOVEMBER 3rd 2015

SUBJECT MERTHYR SCHOOL INSPECTION REPORTS 2014/15

SACRE Synopsis: Main findings 

During the academic year Autumn 2014- Summer 2015, three primary schools were 
inspected. There were comments of schools having good community links with local 
churches and charities that provide positive experiences.
 
Spiritual Development 
Comments in relation to spiritual development are evident in all three inspection 
reports. 

Collective Worship 

Meeting statutory requirements
The Estyn Common Inspection Framework notes that inspectors should only report 
on instances where the school does not comply with statutory requirements. One 
school (Twynyrodyn Community Primary School) inspected in Jan 2015 does not 
comply fully with statutory requirements for collective worship. Estyn has made a 
recommendation R7: Comply fully with the statutory requirements for the daily act 
of worship.  We can assume that all other schools inspected – as Estyn has not 
noted any other instances of non-compliance - meet statutory requirements in 
relation to collective worship.

Quality
One report made comment on the quality of collective worship

Good features (Primary) 

 Pupils’ enjoy taking part in school assemblies that give them appropriate 
opportunities for reflection.

Shortcomings
None 

RECOMMENDATION
1. For SACRE to discuss and consider the inspection reports 
2. Request the action plan and update of progress at Twynyrodyn Community 

Primary School. 



Merthyr Primary School Inspection Reports for Academic Year 2014/15: SACRE Synopsis

School Spiritual Development CW: meeting 
legal 
requirements

CW: quality Other comments / issues

Troedyrhiw
Primary 

May   2015

 Suitable learning experiences 
promote the pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural 
development successfully. 
These include activities across 
the curriculum, collective 
worship sessions and 
opportunities to take part in the 
many extra-curricular 
activities.

Yes Pupils’ enjoy 
taking part in 
school 
assemblies that 
give them 
appropriate 
opportunities for 
reflection.

Current performance: Good
Prospects for improvement: Good
The school is a caring community where staff and 
pupils treat each other with respect. Pupils show 
good knowledge of their rights and responsibilities 
towards others. There are strong community links 
with many local and national organisations, sports 
clubs, churches and charities that provide positive 
opportunities to extend pupils’ learning experiences. 
These improve pupils’ wellbeing and moral 
outcomes. It is a key recommendation to provide 
more opportunities for pupils to learn about global 
citizenship and develop their understanding of the 
wider world.

School Spiritual Development CW: meeting 
legal 
requirements

CW: quality Other comments / issues

Twynyrodyn
Community 
Primary 
School

Jan 2015

There are suitable 
opportunities to promote 
pupils’ social, moral and 
cultural development. 
However, it provides fewer 
opportunities to promote 
pupils’ spiritual development 
and does not comply fully 
with statutory requirements 
for collective worship. 

Yes No comment Current performance: Adequate
Prospects for improvement: Adequate
Pupils’ show respect, care and concern for others.
The school makes good provision for developing 
pupils’ understanding of sustainability. The school 
provides good opportunities for pupils to develop 
their understanding of the wider world.

R7: Comply fully with the statutory requirements 
for the daily act of worship 



School Spiritual Development CW: meeting 
legal 
requirements

CW: quality Other comments / issues

Ysgol y Graig 
Primary 

March 2015

Provision for pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural 
development is effective.

No comment Current performance: Good
Prospects for improvement: Good
Staff show high levels of care for all pupils in the 
school community. The school promotes 
sustainability well. The school’s link with Zanzibar 
enables pupils to compare and contrast their own 
lives with those of pupils in their partner school 
and helps them to gain a good understanding of 
global citizenship. The school has numerous 
beneficial links with the local community e.g. all 
pupils participate in the long-standing tradition of 
commemorating Remembrance Day at the school 
and local cenotaph. Pupils also raise money for a 
range of local and national charities.

 Estyn monitoring of Merthyr Schools 

Bedlinog Community Primary School (Inspected May 2013). In September 2014 Estyn conducted a monitoring visit to the school and the 
school was judged to have made good progress on key issues for action following their inspection. They have been removed from Estyn’s list 
of schools and no further visits are necessary.  

St Mary’s RC Primary school (Inspected October 2013). In February 2015 Estyn conducted a monitoring visit to the school and the school 
was judged to have made good progress on key issues for action following their inspection. They have been removed from Estyn’s list of 
schools and no further visits are necessary.  


