
MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

SOUTH WALES POLICE AND 
CRIME PANEL MEETING

TUESDAY, 18TH OCTOBER, 2016

PRESENT: Councillor E Galsworthy (In the Chair)

Councillors R Smith, D De'Ath, K Lloyd, P B Smith, G Sullivan, 
P Rees and R Young

Co-optees:
Mr Melvin Jehu

Outside Bodies:
Mr Alun Michael (Police and Crime Commissioner)
Mr Geoff Petty, Mr Cerith Thomas and Ms Emma Wools 

Officers: 
Simon Jones (Senior Solicitor), Howard Jones (Scrutiny Officer) 
and Rebecca Walsh (Legal Department)

ITEM 
NO.

AGENDA MATTER DECISION

1  Apologies for Absence Apologies for absence were received by the following

Councillor Anne  Moore (Committee Member)
Councillor Shelley Rees-Owen (Committee Member)
Mr Martyn Jones (Co-Optee)

2  Declarations of Interest There were no declarations of interest.



3  Minutes of Previous 
Meeting(s)

The Chair read through the minutes of the last meeting.

Resolved that:

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 30th June 2016 be 
accepted as an accurate record.

4  Briefing Session The Chair welcomed Cllr Richard Young to the meeting and 
asked if there were any questions that the panel wished to 
discuss.

The Panel discussed agenda item 6, the appointment of the 
new Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner. The members 
asked questions around the structure of the 
Commissioner’s team including the Deputy PCC and 3 
Assistant Commissioners. The Panel agreed that a question 
would be asked of the Commissioner when discussing 
agenda item 6 and possibly make this an agenda item for 
the next meeting.

Mr Jehu asked if the Panel would consider meeting more 
frequently as he feels the Panel would be able to scrutinise 
more information. The Panel agreed that this would be put 
on the agenda for the next meeting as the three panel 
members not present today would need to discuss this.

Mr Simon Jones advised the panel that the Commissioner 
has asked if the Panel agree to the appointment of the 
Deputy PCC, can he publicise the information today. Mr 
Jones stated that the rules are that the Panel will wait 5 
days before it publishes any information about its 
recommendations unless it is agreed with the PCC that this 
information can be released at an earlier stage. The Panel 
agreed that the information can be released today if the 
appointment is confirmed.

Mr Simon Jones reminded the panel members about the 
forthcoming training day on the 29th November 2016.

5  Co-option of two 
Independent Members 
on to the South Wales 
Police and Crime 
Panel

The Chair introduced the subject and Mr Mel Jehu left the 
room at 10:55am.

The Panel discussed the interviews as there were 5 
candidates selected for interview. The Panel agreed that 
standard of candidates was very high. It was agreed by the 
members who were on the interview panel that the best 
candidates were Mr Mel Jehu and Mr Martyn Jones. 

At 11:00am Mr Mel Jehu was invited back into the room. 
Cllr Peter Rees left the room also.

The Chair explained that the Panel were unanimous in their 
decision to re-appoint both co-optees, Mr Mel Jehu and Mr 
Martyn Jones to the Panel. Mr Jehu thanked the Panel.

At 11:02am Cllr Peter Rees returned to the room.



6  Confirmation hearing 
for a Deputy Police 
and Crime 
Commissioner

At 11:05am Mr Alun Michael, the Police and Crime 
Commissioner entered the room along with Ms Emma 
Wools, Mr Cerith Thomas and Mr Geoff Petty.

The Commissioner explained the process he has followed 
for appointing the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner 
and gave the background to his decision to appoint.

Questions were asked regarding the procedure for 
appointing and the Commissioner explained there was an 
open advert and recruitment process. Ms Wools expressed 
an interest in the post of Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner as a secondment. The secondment will 
begin on the 14th November 2016 and will follow the 
Ministry of Justice rules.

At 11:15am the Chair asked Ms Wools to address the 
Panel. Ms Wools gave an overview of her skills and 
experience leading her to become a Deputy Police and 
Crime Commissioner. The Panel questioned Ms Wools on 
several points including the priorities of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner and on Ms Wools’ leadership style. 
Ms Wools answered the questions in detail, providing 
accounts of her varied work experiences.

At 11:50am the Police and Crime Commissioner and his 
team left the room so the Panel could deliberate.

7  Panel Deliberation and 
Decision

Mr Simon Jones advised the Panel of the rules of 
appointing to the Commissioner’s team. 

At 12:03pm the Panel broke for a comfort break and 
reconvened at 12:07pm.

The Panel agreed that they would endorse the appointment 
of Ms Wools as the Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

At 12:10pm the Commissioner and his team were invited 
back into the meeting.

Mr Simon Jones advised the Commissioner of the decision 
of the Panel and explained that the Panel would like to be 
kept informed on the progress of the secondment. The 
Commissioner agreed.

The Chair then explained that a request had been made to 
move agenda item 14 to be next on the agenda. Also 
requested that agenda item 12 be deferred to next meeting. 

8  Statement of Accounts 
for 2015/16 for the 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner and the 
Chief Constable

The Commissioner asked Mr Geoff Petty to conduct this 
topic.

Mr Petty advised that agenda items 9, 10 and 11 signify the 
end of the audit year. Mr Petty explained the nature of the 
accounts and they are split by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner and the Chief Constable.



Mr Petty presented the Statement of Accounts for the year 
ended 31st March 2016. 

The Panel asked questions of Mr Petty and he provided 
detailed answers.

9  Audit of Financial 
Statements report and 
Management Letter 
from the Wales Audit 
Office

Mr Petty made reference to the Audit Report and took 
questions from the Panel. Answers were then provided by 
Mr Petty.

10  Joint Audit 
Committee's Annual 
report 2015/16

Mr Petty advised the Panel that the Joint Audit Committee’s 
Annual report was a clean report. 

The Panel asked questions and Mr Petty provided answers.

Resolved that:

The report be accepted.

11  Annual Governance 
Statement

The Commissioner explained that the Audit Office are 
happy with the Joint Annual Governance Statement and 
Governance Operating Manual. 

Resolved that:

The report be accepted.

12  Governance Operating 
Manual

This item was deferred until the next meeting. However, the 
Commissioner stated that the structure of his team is 
included in this document and answers any questions 
regarding the reporting lines of the Assistant 
Commissioners and the Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner.

13  Police and Crime 
Commissioner's 
Annual Report 2015/16

Mr Cerith Thomas handed out copies of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner's Annual Report 2015/16 as there was 
some additional information to the version provided in the 
agenda pack.
The Commissioner gave an overview of the contents of the 
report, including updates on the projects.

The Panel asked questions relating to Programme Fusion 
and Victim Services. The Commissioner answered the 
questions in detail.

The Chair reminded the Panel that there is a statutory duty 
to review the Annual report every year and to make a report 
or recommendation on it.
The Panel need to note the report either with or without 
recommendations.

Resolved that:

The report be accepted with no recommendations.



14  The Rise in Racist 
Hate Incidents 
following the EU 
Referendum Result

The Chair introduced this topic and asked Cllr Richard 
Young to discuss his points. Cllr Young provided a handout 
of information he had received in relation to hate crime for 
his county. Cllr Young sought reassurance that the South 
Wales Police are doing what is required to stop this type of 
offence.

The Commissioner provided responses to the questions 
asked by the Panel in relation to instances of hate crime 
and advised that all instances must be reported to the 
Police in order to be investigated.

15  Date and time of next 
Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th December 
2016 at 10:30am.

16  Any other business 
deemed urgent by the 
Chair

No other business to discuss.

The Chair closed the meeting at 1:10pm.
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