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This application is reported to the Planning, Regulatory and Licensing Committee as 
the applicant is an employee of the Planning and Countryside Division. 
 
APPLICATION SITE 
 
The application site consists of two Ash trees located to the north of the rear of 5 
Woodland Drive in Aberfan. The land slopes fairly steeply from west to east. The two 



Ash trees form part of a Tree Preservation Order (2001-No.8) which also includes a 
woodland (to the north), three groups of trees (to the west) and a single tree to the 
south.  
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
This is an application for the felling of the two Ash trees. The application has been 
supported by and Arboricultural Survey Report and Impact Assessment (February 
2016) and various photographs which illustrate the condition of the trees. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Planning Division’s Countryside Officer – No objection. 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
None undertaken. 
 
POLICY CONTEXT 
 
Planning Policy Wales (Edition 9): 
 
Paragraph 5.2.9 states: 
 
‘Trees, woodlands and hedgerows are of great importance, both as wildlife habitats 
and in terms of their contribution to landscape character and beauty. They also play 
a role in tackling climate change by trapping carbon and can provide a sustainable 
energy source. Local planning authorities should seek to protect trees, groups of 
trees and areas of woodland where they have natural heritage value or contribute to 
the character or amenity of a particular locality’. 
 
Paragraph 5.2.11 points out that ‘local planning authorities should, as appropriate, 
make full use of their powers to protect’. 
 
Other relevant policy guidance: 
 
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 10: Tree Preservation Orders (1997) 
 
Merthyr Tydfil Local Development Plan 2006-2021 
 
Policy BW5: Natural Heritage. 
 
PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS  
 
The submitted report (by Cardiff Treescapes) highlights that the two Ash trees, along 
with other trees in the vicinity, were surveyed on the 22nd February 2016. It was 
concluded that the Ash trees were in a poor condition and as such any existing 
amenity value would be lost in 10 years. The report, supported by a recent officer 
site visit, established that the trees had severe canopy suppression, significant areas 
of dead wood and an indication of deeper trunk rot (Woodpecker holes evident).  



 
The trees are on a steep bank above adjacent residential properties and due to their 
condition pose a risk from large limbs falling The trees are physiologically weak and 
are therefore much more likely to succumb to Ash dieback disease (Chalara) which 
is spreading throughout the County Borough. 
 
Given the above, there is no objection to the felling of the trees. However, the 
applicant has to replace the trees lost and has suggested a suitable location in close 
proximity with a greater likelihood of longevity. A condition is recommended which 
would secure appropriate replacements; however, it is not advised to replant Ash 
trees due to the increasing and widespread prevalence of Ash dieback disease 
(Chalara). 
 
RECOMMENDATION: BE APPROVED subject to the following CONDITIONS 
 
 1. Within one year of the felling of the Ash trees, replacement trees shall be 

planted. The exact replacement locations and species shall be first submitted 
to and agreed in writing by the local planning authority. 

 
 2. If, within a period of five years from the date of planting, any replacement tree 

is removed, uprooted, or destroyed or dies, another tree of the same size and 
species shall be planted within the first planting season, following the removal, 
uprooting, destruction or death of the original tree. 

 
 
 
 


