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Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council operates under executive arrangements.  Responsibility for the authority’s 
functions is overseen by a Leader and Cabinet made up of Councillors from the party or group with the most members.  
The allocation of Chair and Vice Chair posts is also based by law on the number of seats each party or group has, and 

this number again will have influence on the appointment of Councillors to outside bodies.

Opinions, advice, conclusions and other information in this report shall be understood as neither given nor endorsed by 
the authority or on its behalf.  It is a report by the Councillor referred to below regarding their key activities for the 

municipal year 2017/18.  It is provided for the information of constituents and for no other purpose.

Councillor: Lee Davies
Political Party: Independent

Ward: Gurnos
Comprising the Communities of: Gurnos and Lakeside Gardens

Committee Membership, Roles and Attendance
This section relates to membership as an elected member, not in a personal capacity.  Democratic Services 
has provided information on committee membership and attendance for Council Committees.   However, 
where Councillors are a member of any other committees outside the Council’s responsibility, they have 
provided details from their own records.

Council Committees:
Link to Councillor Lee Davies’s Attendance Page

External Committees and Outside Bodies (as a representative of MTCBC):
Link to Councillor Lee Davies’s Personal Page

Other Bodies (not in their capacity as a Councillor):

Chair of Governors at Goetre Primary School and School Governor of Penydre High School. Vice Chair of 
Gurnos Mens Group

My Role as a Champion
Under this heading, Councillors have provided information on the work they have undertaken as Member 
Champions for a specific area. 

Open Spaces Champion

Over £100,000, the largest sum of money to date, has been allocated to Open Spaces from a range of 
sources including £13,000 from Welsh Government, £4,000 Grow Wild Wales for the Gurnos Men’s Group, 
with a further £60,000 allocated for Rural Ward Open Spaces via RDP funding, £14,000 from Planning 
Department Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), £11,000 MTCBC Play Sufficiency Grant, £5,000 MTCBC 
Rights of Way, £5,000 MTCBC Parks.

I have been supporting the team and the community in a wide variety of Open Spaces projects, including 
volunteer and community participation across the whole County Borough including several willow play 
structures, woodland management, hedgerow creation, orchard  and tree planting, signage and 
interpretation installation, footpath improvements, replacement of damaged gates and railings, litter 

http://democracy.merthyr.gov.uk/mgAttendance.aspx?UID=1147&LLL=0
http://democracy.merthyr.gov.uk/mgAttendance.aspx?UID=1147&LLL=0
http://democracy.merthyr.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=1147&LLL=0
http://democracy.merthyr.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=1147&LLL=0


clearance, community events, wildflower planting and seed sowing, installation of bird, bat, hedgehog and 
reptile boxes/homes.

My Work as a Local Councillor
Under this heading, Councillors have identified the work undertaken on behalf of local constituents.  
Reference has also been made to any major initiatives or special projects they have been associated with on 
behalf of MTCBC, which have a direct impact on local constituents.  

During my first year as a Councillor I have supported residents on a variety of issues, most prominently, 
environmental and housing issues.  I also engage with a number of Community Groups on a regular basis, 
such as Gurnos Minis football club, to give advice on funding and other issues.  I attend the local PACT 
meetings and I am in regular contact with local Police & PCSO’s on issues that are important to the 
community.  I have been working closely with the 3Gs Development Trust through their transition from 
Communities First and I am also working with them to develop the Old Gurnos Doctors surgery into a 
creative community centre.

Salary 
The Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales sets how much is paid to a Councillor depending on their 
role is, e.g. Cabinet Member, Chair of a Committee, Scrutiny Member, etc. The attached link will take you to 
the Schedule of Remuneration which lists what each individual receives.

Link to salaries, expenses and allowances

Learning and Development
In the Learning and Development section, Councillors have demonstrated instances where they have taken 
the opportunity for personal development by taking part in initiatives and events aimed at improving their 
understanding and awareness.

I have taken part in the following Learning and Development initiatives during the past year:

Members' Code of Conduct
General Notice of Registerable Interests
Data Protection Training
Introduction to the Services provided by Social Services
Introduction to the Services provided by Education
Introduction to the Services provided by Community Regeneration 
Introduction to the Services provided by Neighbourhood Services  
Introduction to Corporate Services within the Authority 
Introduction to Democratic Services, Scrutiny and Corporate Communications
Introduction to Ethics and Standards
Introduction to Finance Services 
Wellbeing and Future Generations (Wales) Act - The objectives and overview of the Act
Wellbeing and Future Generations (Wales) Act - Corporate Plan
Introduction to Scrutiny
The Role of Councillors in Planning Committees
Developing the Authority's Local Wellbeing Plan
Waste Depot Tour
Fly Tipping Briefing Session
Ffos y Fran/Biffa Procedures Briefing Session
Performance Reports on the Authority's Wellbeing Objectives
What Elected Members of Local Authorities need to know about Health and Safety also including the 
Authority's Lone Worker facility 
IPAD Training 
Corporate Parenting 

https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/council/councillors-and-committees/salaries-expenses-and-allowances/
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/council/councillors-and-committees/salaries-expenses-and-allowances/


Violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence
Presentation on Homelessness
Disability Facilities Grant / Common Housing Allocations Policy

Other Activities and Issues
Under this heading, Councillors have provided information on themselves to demonstrate the ‘personal’ 
aspect of their role as a local Councillor which they believe would be of interest to constituents. 
 
Since the end of Communities First I have continued to support and develop the Gurnos Men’s Group.  The 
group continue to carry out outstanding work within the community, maintaining the Community Garden, 
working with Schools and other community groups and carry out main community clear ups.  Recently I 
helped them to develop a successful funding application to Grow Wild, this project is to create and deliver 
activities inspired by native plants and fungi with some of the UK’s hard-to-reach communities.

Councillor Lee Davies
Date: 4 June 2018


