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ADDENDUM TO FULL COUNCIL REPORT

Housing Renewal Policy
The Approval Process, as outlined in the Housing Renewal Policy Background Paper, has 
been amended as follows:

Approval Process

Where an unmet need has been identified via assessment but where such a need:

i. Cannot be met solely by a DFG – as the works required do not meet the statutory eligible 
works criteria for a DFG; or

ii. Where they meet said criteria but the total cost exceeds £36,000 (inclusive of fees)

The following process must be followed:

The relevant officer/manager from the department or directorate which has identified said need(s) 
must submit a report to a Recommendation Panel. The Recommendation Panel should be chaired 
by the Leader of the Council and be made up of Portfolio Cabinet Member for Social Services, 
Portfolio Cabinet Member for Housing, two Councillors from opposition to bring independence and 
 demonstrate  objectivity to decision making, Relevant Chief Officers, Head of Service and Council 
solicitor.

The role of the Recommendation Panel is to receive reports as outlined above and raise questions 
in pursuit of reaching an informed decision.  Having received information and response to 
questions, the Chair will lead the Recommendation Panel to a consensus decision in line with this 
procedure.  A record will be made of the Panel’s decision. 

The report to Recommendation Panel should at least include the following information:

i. The relevant needs assessment of the client;
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ii. Professional opinion as to why the proposed works best meet the client’s needs;

iii. What other options have been explored and discounted (relocation, meeting the need in 
some other way etc…);

iv. The possible consequences for the client of not meeting the identified need(s); and

v. The possible consequences for the Council of not meeting the identified need(s) – is there a 
statutory requirement to meet the need(s) in this way.

vi. The impact of additional costs on Council resources

vii. Whether the client (in the case of  an adult) has the means to  pay  for contribute to the 
adaptation

viii. Whether  consideration should be given to a local land charge being registered on the 
property

The Recommendation Panel will consider each report on a case by case basis and may approve, 
reject or amend the proposal put forward.   Full Council will be notified of the decision of the Panel 
and the total additional grant allocated. 

The applicant and/or parent(s) will be informed in writing of the Panel’s decision and their reasons.


