
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

LICENSING COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

 
WEDNESDAY, 13TH OCTOBER, 2021 

 
 

PRESENT:  
 

Councillor   H Barrett (Chair) 

 Councillors M Colbran and D Chaplin 
  
 Officers: 

S Jones (Senior Solicitor), J Baber (Licensing Officer), A Hughes 
(Licensing Officer) and G Eldred (Environmental Health Officer) 
 

 Police Representative:   
J Roberts (South Wales Police) 

  
 M Morgan (Democratic Services Officer) 
 

ITEM 
NO. 

AGENDA MATTER DECISION 

344   Apologies for absence No apologies for absence were received as all Members 
were present. 

345   Declarations of Interest No Declarations of Interest were made. 

346   Application for a 
Variation to the 
Premises Licence to 
be Granted under the 
Licensing Act 2003 

White Horse Inn, Twynyrodyn, Merthyr Tydfil, CF470DN 
 
The Chair welcomed Mr Owen Lewis the applicant and two 
local residents to the Meeting. 
 
Simon Jones then outlined the procedure for the hearing. 
 
Aneurin Hughes then led the Committee in detail through 
the ‘Application for a Variation to the Premises Licence to 
be Granted under the Licensing Act 2003’ report. 
 



 
 
 
 
   

Simon Jones then referred to Paragraph 3.0 of the report 
and the application for the variation to the Licence in 
respect of the White Horse, Twynyrodyn and the proposals 
applied for as detailed in Paragraph 3.2 of the report. 
 
Simon Jones then referred to correspondence received 
from South Wales Police as detailed in Appendix B of the 
report and the licensable activities and hours that were 
proposed by South Wales Police. 
 
Mr Lewis then stated that he was happy with the hours 
proposed by South Wales Police. 
 
Aneurin Hughes then clarified to the Committee the hours 
that required a Licence and the regulations in relation to 
this. 
 
Mr Lewis further advised that he had engaged with 
residents and that if there were any issues to advise him 
and he would address them. 
 
A resident then advised that the ‘Beer Garden’ was more 
like a brick and bolder amphitheatre and advised that the 
plan shown at Appendix E did not reflect the correct layout 
of the properties and that a visit to the site would be better. 
 
Simon Jones then referred to the Plan at Appendix E and 
clarification was given regarding the layout of properties in 
relation to the Public House. 
 
Mr Owen also advised that it was not proposed to sell food 
but gave as an example that on Rugby Match days Curry 
and Chips could be served. 
 
Aneurin Hughes then clarified the Regulations in relation to 
the selling of food, drink and beverages. 
 
Garin Eldred also advised that he was happy with the hours 
that were being proposed by South Wales Police. 
 
A resident then advised that people were coming up from 
Town and that Mr Owen could not control customers once 
they had left the premises. 
 
Bottles were left on doorsteps and that whilst he had no 
issue with reasonable hours he was concerned with 
unsocial hours as he and his wife had to get up for work. 
 
Aneurin Hughes then clarified in relation to ‘Off Sales’ and 
advised that the premises did not have ‘Off Sales’. 
 
Mr Owen advised that customers were told that bottles 
could not be taken out of the premises and that if outside 
plastic glasses were used. 
 
A resident advised that this was impossible to police. 
 
Mr Owen advised that the door was closed at 10.30 pm and 
that customers could be monitored and that some 



 
 
 
 
   

customers had requested opening hours of up to midnight.  
There was also CCTV outside the premises. 
 
A resident stated that outside the premises could not be 
controlled. 
 
Simon Jones then referred to the extra hours that had been 
applied for and the proposals from South Wales Police and 
Aneurin Hughes clarified that this was: 
 
Monday to Thursday – One extra hour 
Friday to Saturday – An extra hour and a half 
Sunday – One extra hour 
 
Aneurin Hughes also clarified the Legislation in relation to 
music and the permitted hours and that if the Beer Garden 
were included that it would be treated the same as inside 
the premises. 
 
Mr Owen advised that he had no plans for live bands to be 
playing music in the Beer Garden but for background music 
to be played or music from a Juke Box in the early 
afternoon.  He also referred to the use of the area since the 
introduction of Regulations in response to Covid 19.    
 
A resident then stated that the problem was that the Beer 
Garden was not a garden but a two storey high area that 
was used by smokers and referred to the noise and bad 
language that resonated from the area as the noise 
bounced off the walls.  He also suggested a visit by the 
appropriate Health Officer to the area to consider this issue. 
 
Garin Eldred advised that no complaints had been received 
in the last five years. 
 
Aneurin Hughes then clarified the Regulations in response 
to Covid 19. 
 
A resident stated that he had lived in the area since 1972 
and referred to his  health and the extra stress of noise and 
disturbance and that as a neighbour he did not want an 
extension to the Licencing hours as it was a residential 
area.  
 
He also referred to neighbours that he had spoken with 
regarding this. 
 
Another resident agreed and stated that it was a residential 
area and that to be open until midnight would be ok but 1.00 
am was too late as neighbours had jobs.  He also referred 
to disturbance in the area and that he wanted to be fair but 
people were living in the area. 
 
Reference was also made by residents to customers 
outside the premises and the noise when being collected by 
Taxi. 
 
In response Mr Owen advised that the area was not used 
as a Taxi Rank and that he ran a taxi business and that his 



 
 
 
 
   

staff telephoned for a Taxi for customers. 
 
He stated that if the premises closed at 11.00 pm then 
customers would be outside at the same time but that if the 
premises closed later there would be dispersal of customers 
at different times and leaving the premises would be more 
evenly spread.   
 
Mr Owen also stated that he had not received a complaint 
from next door.  
 
Garin Eldred and Jon Roberts South Wales Police then 
confirmed that they agreed with the times as outlined in 
Appendix B. (Letter from South Wales Police). 
 
All parties then left the Meeting with Simon Jones advising 
Mr Owen and the residents that a copy of the decision on 
the application would be provided in writing. 
 
Considerable debate then ensued on the application by the 
Members and after consideration the Committee agreed 
that the proposals of South Wales Police as outlined in 
Appendix B of the report be accepted but that the Beer 
Garden be not included. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The application to vary the licence with modified conditions 
of the licence be granted save the application to add the 
“beer garden” to the premises licence be refused. 

347   Any other business 
deemed Urgent by the 
Chair 

The Chair advised that there was no business deemed 
urgent. 

 
 

 


