
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

SCRUTINY : 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES, 

PLANNING AND 
COUNTRYSIDE MEETING 

 
MONDAY, 27TH SEPTEMBER, 2021 

 

 
PRESENT:  
 

Councillors   D Sammon (Chair) 
                     D Jones (Vice-Chair) 
 

 Councillors M Colbran, J Davies, L Davies and C T Jones 
  
 Cooptees: 

P Star (Public) 
 
Other Councillors in Attendance: 
Councillor D Hughes (Cabinet Member) 
 
Officers: 
J Jones (Chief Officer Neighbourhood Services), P Davies 
(Waste Management), S Thomas (Waste Management), 
L Marley (Environmental Health Officer), G Eldred 
(Environmental Health Officer), S Lyons (Performance and 
Scrutiny Officer) and M Phillips (Democratic Services) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
   

ITEM 
NO. 

AGENDA MATTER DECISION 

290   Apologies for absence No apologies for absence were received. 

291   Declarations of Interest 
(including whipping 
declarations) 

No Declaration of interest were received. 

292   Update on Recycling 
Figures and Future 
Plans to Improve the 
Authority`s Recovery 
Rate 

Stephen Thomas introduced the item to the committee and 
highlighted the salient points within the report. 
 
The following questions were raised by the committee and 
responded to in detail by the officers in attendance. 
 

 Paragraph 3.2 provides information relating to 
residual waste collected measured in kg/person – 
how is this worked out and do you take into 
consideration minors or just the adult population 
 

 Is it a little unfair to include young children as it is 
normally left to the adult population to carry out the 
majority of the recycling 
 

 In relation to table 3 of the report can you explain 
why there are no figures for the period September 
2020 – March 2021, surely letters would have been 
sent out, don’t you keep a rolling figure and if so, 
why is it not included 
 

 Paragraph 4.7 of the report refers to an exercise 
carried out in September last year to determine the 
recovery rate at schools. Can you confirm if all 
schools use the local authorities recycling service 
and if they don’t does that make it difficult to 
monitor recycling rates 
 

 Are schools able to use outside contractors if they 
wish 
 

 How are schools charged for the service 
 

 What is being done to ensure that the schools meet 
their recycling targets, is there a member of staff 
who can carry out visits and inspections  
 

  Is it possible for the new staff member to take on 
school visits 
 

 Clarity was sought in relation to the figures included 
in Paragraph 5.2 of the report 
 

 Can you confirm the total estimated decrease in the 
recovery rate when taking into consideration the 
issue outlined in paragraph 5.12  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   

 

 Is it right that there is no other company in the UK 
that can take the carpets that are collected for 
recycling 
 

 The report states that WRAP Cymru have identified 
through a study of benchmarking that we have low 
yields of dry recycling and higher residual waste 
arising compared to other Authorities. It is essential 
that these findings are shared with the committee 
when published to establish why we are not 
performing as well as surrounding authorities. 
 

 The report mentions the introduction of Number 
Plate Recognition at Recycling sites, how do we 
deter trade waste at present 
 

 Paragraph 7.4 states that our textiles contractor will 
be operating a school collection service from 
September called ‘Ragbag scheme’, can you give 
examples of the textiles that will be collected 
 

 Is there any financial benefit to the authority from 
the ‘Ragbag Scheme’ 
 

 Paragraph 7.6 states that there is a change to 
legislation on trade textiles and WEEE collections, 
can you explain how the public will know what to do 
with these items 
 

 When will these changes be implemented 
 

 Is there a league table that could be presented to 
schools to challenge them to achieve better 
recycling results 
 

 Can you please clarify what is meant by wood 
recycling will only count if it is sent to board 
manufacture 
 

  Can you confirm that the Recycle on the Go bins 
mentioned in paragraph 5.9 are replacements and 
not additional bins 
 

 Is there a clear indication of where these strategic 
locations will be and will any be located at the 
cemeteries or the hospital  
 

 Can a list of the locations selected be supplied to 
the committee 
 

 It was mentioned that the carpet recycling company 
maybe moving to Wales, is there any timescale for 
this move 
 

 You mentioned textiles collection for non-domestic 
properties, is this service available to all businesses 
or just our schools 



 
 
 
 
   

 

 Can you confirm if it is only the schools that get the 
increase value for the materials collected 
 

 How many court cases are currently on-going 
 

 How many court cases have been started since the 
beginning of 2021 
 

 Are there any projects in the pipeline to help 
increase recycling and reduce landfill in the County 
Borough 
 

 Clarify was sought in relation to the red tag and 
Section 46 process 
 

 If a bin lid is raised does the bin get emptied to 
check if there are recyclables, as some households 
may genuinely have difficulty fitting two weeks’ 
worth of household rubbish into their wheelie bin  
 

 Paragraph 5.5 mentions an participation monitoring 
exercise across the County Borough to determine 
how many households were recycling at least one 
material on collection day. Is it right that 
approximately 14% of households in Merthyr Tydfil 
still empty food waste into their wheelie bin 
 

  Paragraph 5.8 highlights the official opening of the 
Re-use shop in May 2021 and up to August it has 
sold 35 tonnes of items to local residents. Is there a 
charge if items have to be repaired before they are 
sold 
 

 Can we have a report in the future to show the 
financial benefit from this Re-use shop 
 

 Clarity was sought in relation to the ‘keeping up 
with the jones’s’ campaign and whether the bins 
that were found to be out of compliance were 
emptied prior to a warning letter being issued 
 

 Clarity was sought on whether a bin is emptied if it 
has been red tagged, and whether red tags are only 
issued for excess waste 
 

  Is the same system used in relation to dry recycling 
 

 Clarity was sought in relation to the disposal of the 
excess waste  
 

 Is a common sense approached uses in relation to 
excess waste as there have been incidents where 
rubbish as been placed in neighbours bins 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   

 

 Is it correct that once a Behavioural Change Officer 
is appointed in April 2022 they will take up the 
schools visits in relation to educating both pupils 
and staff around waste disposal and recycling 
 

 Can you clarify what items are sold by the re-use 
shop, approximate cost of items and how do they 
receive the items from the Local Authority 
 

 Clarity was sought in relation to the process used to 
inform residents of their excess waste or 
recyclables in the wheelie bin 
 

 Paragraph 5.10 mentions the process of the HWRC 
removing recyclables from the waste collected from 
litterbins within the local authority, is this process 
safe for the operatives 
 

 Is there a possibility of having additional dog fouling 
bins to reduce the amount of dog waste being 
placed in litter bins 
 

 Will you be consulting with Councillors in relation to 
the positioning of the additional 60 dog waste bins 
that have been purchased 
 

 Can you provide Councillors with a list of the 
locations for these new dog waste bins 
 

The Chair provided an update on the WRAP report in 
relation to absorbent hygiene products and once the report 
is available it will be brought to the next available 
committee. 
 
It was agreed that a Task and Finish Group be set up to 
explore recycling in the county borough to identify how the 
recycling rate can be increased and how this may impact on 
Fly-tipping statistics and offer possible actions and 
solutions. 
 
The following Councillors agreed to be part of the Task and 
Finish Group: 
Cllr C Jones, Cllr J Davies, Cllr L Davies, Cllr D Sammon 
and Co-optee P Star. 
 
The Chair thanked the officers for the report and their 
responses to the questions raised. 

 

293   Update on the 
Implementation of the 
Twynyrodyn Air Quality 
Action Plan 

It was agreed that no summary was required and the Chair 
agreed to go straight to questions. 
 
The following questions were raised by the committee and 
were responded to in detail by the officers in attendance: 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   

 

 Paragraph 1.2 refers to the data gathered as being 
anomalous due to the reduction in traffic 
movement, what are the reasons behind this and is 
it in relation to the lockdowns 

 

 Has data collection been started this year or is it an 
on-going process 

 

 What is period of time would give a true reflection of 
the data 

 

 Is it right that next years report which covers 2021 
data will not give a true reflection as we are still in 
the grips of the Pandemic 

 

 Are you aware of any research being carried out by 
for example Public Health Wales in relation to the 
area in Twynyrodyn as vehicle pollution is a major 
issue at this moment in time. There may be 
individuals in the area who have health issues and 
the may not be aware that these issues are 
exacerbated or caused by air pollution 

 

 Can you confirm if there has been any 
consideration for other traffic diversion schemes in 
the Town Centre to reduce traffic through the 
Pontmorlais area 

 

  The report states data from periods 6-12 of 2019 
shoed a 13.4% reduction of NO2, do we have the 
figures in relation to the total reduction in vehicle 
numbers for that period 

 

 Has highways access been taken into account 
since the introduction of the new one way systems 
throughout Twynyrodyn 

 

 Are the monitors in the right place to take into 
consideration the changes to the road layouts 

 
The Chair thanked the officers for the report and their 
responses to the questions raised. It was stated that it is 
positive to see the data is going in the right direction which 
in turn will benefit public health. 
 

294   Forward Work 
Programme 2021/22 

The Chair provided an update in relation to the Forward 
Work Programme. 
  
It was confirmed that the WRAP report will be brought to the 
next Committee meeting in November. 

295   Scrutiny Referrals, 
Feedback and Follow 
up Actions 

The Chair advised that there were no referrals, feedback or 
follow up actions. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   

296   Reflection and 
Evaluation of Meeting 

The Chair and the Committee reflected on the matters that 
had been discussed at the meeting. 

297   Any other business 
deemed urgent by the 
Chair 

No other business was deemed urgent by the Chair, he 
thanked the members for their attendance and closed the 
meeting. 

 
 

 


