
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
 

SACRE MEETING 
 
 

TUESDAY, 9TH NOVEMBER, 2021 
 
 
PRESENT:  
 

Councillors:    E Galsworthy (Chair) 
                       Rev. M Prevett (Vice-Chair) 
 

 Councillors:     D Hughes, M Jones and I Thomas 
  
 Professional Associations: 

J Jones, Twynyrodyn Community School 
  

Officers: 
A Lewis (MTCBC – Schools Department) 
D Graves (Consultant for Merthyr SACRE) 
 

 M Edmunds (Democratic Services Officer) 
 
 

 

ITEM 
NO. 

AGENDA MATTER DECISION 

415   Election of Chair RESOLVED that: 
 

 Councillor Ernie Galsworthy be formally re-elected 
as Chair.  

416   Election of Vice Chair RESOLVED that: 
 

 Rev. Mark Prevett be formally re-elected as Vice 
Chair.  

417   Apologies for absence Apologies were received from Sian Henderson (Cyfarthfa) 
and Rev. David O’Keefe. 



 
 
 
 
   

418   Declaration of Interest No Declarations of Interest were received. 

419   Presentation from Lisa 
Shames - Jewish 
Museum at Merthyr 
Synagogue 

Lisa Shames did not attend the meeting and therefore the 
presentation was not made. 
 
Rev. Mark Prevett advised that Michael Male, Chairman of 
the Jewish Heritage body that has bought the Synagogue, 
recently visited various places in Merthyr Tydfil, including 
schools and the library showing they are  active and have a 
real sense of purpose.  Rev. Prevett to provide website link 
to democratic services that can be circulated to members 
for information.  
 
Donna Graves advised that she has received a request 
from another advisor to engage at the next SACRE meeting 
to update on the work undertaken with schools. 
 
The Chair welcomed this offer of an update on the work 
undertaken with schools. 
 

420   Membership Updates Donna Graves advised she had received an enquiry 
regarding a humanist representative.  
 
Detailed discussion took place surrounding membership of 
a humanist representative  on the committee with regard to 
the Local Authority terms of constitution and also the new 
curriculum. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
a)  recommend a change to the Local Authority 

Constitution be made, and a report be brought to 
the next meeting. 

421   Minutes of Previous 
Meeting - 1 July 2021 

Rev. M Prevett abstained as he had not been able to 
access the Minutes. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st July 2021 be 
accepted as a true record. 

422   Draft SACRE Annual 
Report 2020/2021 

Donna Graves provided a brief update on the way the 
report has been presented compared to previous years, 
insofar as there is no longer information/data from various 
schools and Estyn reports are missing due to covid.  Also, 
there are two typos on Holocost Memorial date which 
should read 2021. 
 
No questions or comments were raised. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The draft report be agreed. 

423   WJEC GCSE Religious 
Studies Adaptations for 

Donna Graves updated Committee on the WJEC GCSE 
Religious Studies Adaptations for Assessment Summer 



 
 
 
 
   

Assessment Summer 
2022 

2022 in particular with regard to the final adaptations that 
have been released and the difficulties they may present for 
some pupils. 
 
The following questions were raised and answered in detail. 
 

 Due to the changes, is there any additional support 
provided for teachers of religious education and 
advice on the best ways to share this information 
with students. 
 

 Due to lack of schooling and missed schooling, 
should SACRE be sending a note to the teaching 
authority, that we are concerned we are putting 
teachers and young people under pressure to do 
exams when they haven’t had the proper teaching 
and right level of teaching provided? 

 
Resolved that: 
 

a) SACRE send a note to teaching authority that we 
are concerned we are putting teachers and young 
people under pressure to do exams when they 
haven’t had the proper teaching and right level of 
teaching provided. 
 

b) The content of the report be agreed. 

423a   WJEC GCE Religious 
Studies Adaptations for 
Assessment Summer 
2022 

Donna Graves updated Committee on the WJEC GCE 
Religious Studies Adaptations for Assessment Summer 
2022. 
 
A comment was made that the information being provided 
seemed to be detrimental to the children and nothing 
positive, appreciate that the same for all children, across all 
authorities, but it is very concerning. 
 
The information provided in response to this comment 
received full support for the concerns raised by D Graves 
and welcomed by the Committee. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The content of the report be agreed. 

424   Guidance on Design 
and Delivery of 
Mandatory Religion, 
Values and Ethics 
(RVE) 

Guidance to be published for SACRE members before 
Christmas, but an embargoed copy, with the public 
copy published on Hwb afterwards’. 
  

425   New Members 
Handbook 

Donna Graves advised the New Members Handbook is now 
published on the WASACRE website for new members. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The Handbook be received. 



 
 
 
 
   

425a   Minutes of WASACRE 
Meeting - 16 June 
2021 

Resolved that: 
 
The Minutes of the WASACRE Meeting held on 16 June 
2021 be accepted as a true record. 

425b   Right to Withdraw Donna Graves provided Committee with a brief update on 
the Right to Withdraw Report. 
 
No questions were raised or comments made. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The Guidance be received. 

426   Holocaust Memorial 
Day - 27 January 2022 

Donna Graves advised Committee that each education 
authority have their own events going on and that a link has 
been sent to schools to support events and ideas. 
 
No comments or questions were raised. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The information be received. 

427a   Agreed Syllabus 
Conference Meeting 
Spring 2022 

Detailed discussion took place with regard to the Agreed 
Syllabus Conference Meeting Spring 2022. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
A date of 1st February 2022 at 3.45 p.m. be agreed (SACRE 
Meeting to follow). 

428   Spring 2022 Resolved that: 
 
The date will be agreed at the 1st February 2022 meeting. 

428a   Summer 2022  
Resolved that: 
 
The date will be agreed at the 1st February 2022 meeting. 

429   Any other business 
deemed urgent by the 
Chair 

No other business was deemed urgent by the Chair. 

 
 

 


