
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

SCRUTINY : SOCIAL 
SERVICES MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, 18TH OCTOBER, 2022 

 

 
PRESENT:  
 

Councillors:  L Minett-Vokes (Chair) 
                     C Jones (Vice-Chair) 
 

  
Councillors G Richards, D Sammon, I Thomas and C Tovey 

  
 

  
 
Officers: 
A Edevane (Head of Adult Services), S Lewis-Abbott (Housing 
and Supporting People Manager) and J Jones (Performance 
and Scrutiny) 
 
 
M Morgan (Democratic Services Officer), M Phillips (Democratic 
Services Officer) and E Galeozzie (Democratic Services Officer) 
 

 

ITEM 
NO. 

AGENDA MATTER DECISION 

287   Apologies for Absence No apologies for absence were received from the 
Committee as all Members were present. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J 
Jenkins Cabinet Member. 

288   Declarations of Interest 
(including whipping 
declarations) 

No Declarations of Interest were made. 



 
 
 
 
   

289   Community 
Occupational Therapy 
Assessments (COT) 
waiting times and 
Underspend in 
Disability Facilities 
Grant (DFG) 

The Chair referred the Committee to the Community 
Occupational Therapy Service (COT’s) Assessment Waiting 
Times and Underspend in the Disabled Facility Grants 
(DFG,s) report and welcomed Angela Edevane and 
Suzanne Lewis-Abbott to the Meeting. 
 
Angela Edevane then led the Committee in detail through 
the report and together with Suzanne Lewis-Abbott 
responded in detail to the following questions raised by the 
Committee: 
 

 Paragraph 3.9 – Update on the Service Level 
Agreement with RCT – Is this working out – Are 
there any problems with this 

 Paragraph 3.10 – Explanation requested in relation 
to the underspend and Merthyr Valleys Homes 

 Paragraphs 3.4 / 3.5 – Increase in referrals – Is this 
a trend across Wales or specific to Merthyr Tydfil – 
Aging Population –Reasons for the increase 

 Is the backlog 2018/19 pre-pandemic due to a lack 
of COT’s 

 Request for figures for Merthyr Valleys Homes – 
Can the figures be made available in time for the 
Joint Scrutiny Workshop 

 Permissions from Housing Providers – Are there 
any barriers – What is the pathway with Private 
Landlords for permissions 

 How long will a hospital patient have to wait for an 
assessment  

 Building extension costs 
 
Suzanne Lewis-Abbott advised the Committee that if there 
were any questions that the Committee wished to raise 
further to the Meeting to let the Officers know and a 
response would be given together with responses being 
collated for the next Meeting. 
 

 If a PCH hospital patient is a Merthyr Tydfil resident 
does the Authority or the hospital undertake the 
COT assessment 

 Time line for waiting following an assessment 

 Outside factors – e.g Planning permission, 
objections – This could increase the waiting time 

 Request that at the Joint Workshop that the 
procedure be explained in relation to when the 
assessment moves from the Authority to RCT 

 Further information sought in relation to Service 
users that had made payments towards GFG works 
and then advised that they did not need to make 
payments – Will they be reimbursed 

 Patients in hospital that need adaptations – Are 
they going to be a high priority due to ‘Bed 
Blocking’ – How long are patients waiting for 
adaptations 

 Paragraph 7.2 – When will the information on 
Funding be received 

 
The Chair then thanked the Officers for attending and 



 
 
 
 
   

referred to the recommendation in the report and advised 
that that further debate would be undertaken at the Joint 
Workshop scheduled for 29 November 2022. 

290   Update on Hospital 
Pressures 

The Chair referred the Committee to the ‘Update on 
Hospital Pressures’ report. 
 
Angela Edevane then led the Committee in detail through 
the report and gave the patient numbers as of the end of 
last week in relation to patients in hospital waiting for a Care 
Home and the circumstances of the individuals, patients in 
hospital waiting for a new package of care and patients 
waiting for the re start of their package 
 
The following questions were then raised by the Committee 
on the report and were responded to in detail by Angela 
Edevane: 
 

 Paragraph 5.11 – Is the prevention of 
hospitalisation include in these goals together with 
access to GP’s 

 Further explanation requested in relation to the 
discharge model and ‘Stay well at home’ 

 Staff recruitment – Care Services – Assurances 
sought in relation to staff care and regular training 

 Point of discharge – More joined up working with 
Social Services 

 Are there staff shortages in Authority Care Homes 

 Paragraph 6 – Further information requested in 
relation to - The real Living Wage – Conditions of 
Employment Contracts – Travel times between 
assignments – Length of visit – Superannuation 
arrangements 

 
The Chair then thanked Angela Edevane for the update to 
the Committee and advised that there would be more 
feedback at the Workshop in November. 

291   Forward Work 
Programme 2022/2023 

The Chair referred the Committee to the ‘Forward Work 
Programme 2022/23’ report. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The items as set out in the Scrutiny Forward Work 
Programme (Appendix 1) of the report be agreed. 

292   Scrutiny Referrals There were no referrals. 

293   Report 
Recommendations 

The Chair and the Committee referred to the reports that 
had been considered in detail at the Meeting and the Chair 
gave details of the Joint Workshop arranged for November 
to further consider COT’s and DFG’S.  

294   Feedback on Scrutiny 
Activities 

The Chair referred to the Joint Workshop that was being 
arranged with Learning and LGES Scrutiny on a date to be 
arranged, together with details of the forthcoming visit to 
TKH. 



 
 
 
 
   

295   Any other item deemed 
urgent by the Chair 

The Chair advised that there was no other business 
deemed urgent. 

 
 

 


