
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

SCRUTINY : 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES, 

COUNTRYSIDE AND 
PLANNING MEETING 

 
MONDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER, 2022 

 

 
PRESENT:  
 

Councillors   D Jones (Chair) 
                     P Layton (Vice Chair) 
 

 Councillors M Colbran, C T Jones and W R Smith 
  
 Cooptees: 

J McCarthy (Public Appointment) and P Star (Voluntary Sector) 
 
Other Councillors in Attendance: 
Councillor D Hughes (Portfolio Member)  
 
Officers: 
J Jones (Chief Officer Neighbourhood Services), R Barnett 
(Parks and Open Spaces Manager), P Davies (Waste 
Management), C Jones (Waste Management) and N Howells 
(Performance and Scrutiny)  
 
M Edmunds (Democratic Services Officer), M Phillips 
(Democratic Services Officer) and E Galeozzie (Democratic 
Services Officer) 

 

ITEM 
NO. 

AGENDA MATTER DECISION 

211   Apologies for absence Apologies for absence were received from Councillor 
Jeremy Davies. 



 
 
 
 
   

212   Declarations of Interest 
(including whipping 
declarations) 

No declarations of interest were received. 

213   Scrutiny Referrals The Chair advised there were no scrutiny referrals. 

214   Forward Work 
Programme 2022/23 

Councillor David Hughes, Portfolio Member led Committee 
through the Forward Work Programme 2022/23. 
 
No questions or comments were raised. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
Scrutiny Members agree the items set out in the Scrutiny 
Forward Work Programme (Appendix 1). 

215   Acceptance of Trade 
Waste at the 
Household Waste  & 
Recycling Centre 
(HWRC) (Dowlais) 

The Chair introduced the Acceptance of Trade Waste at the 
Household Waste and Recycling Centre (HWRC) (Dowlais) 
report and Councillor David Hughes, Portfolio Member 
highlighted in detail the salient points within the report. 
 
The following questions were raised and answered in detail 
by the Officers present :- 
 

 Whilst supportive of the report, a six month review 
report is requested (how’s it going; how we take 
things forward; any issues).  It is requested that this 
report not be an information report, but a full report 
to come back to Committee. 

 

 What is the anticipation of percentage increase in 
recycling? 

 

 How many (numbers) will be using this site? 
 

 Do you anticipate any problems with traders sorting 
their waste beforehand? 

 

 How will the changes be advertised? 
 

 If this scheme is a success, will it be added to the 
Aberfan site as well? 

 

 Clarity sought over £40 charge? 
 

 What is the start date? 
 
The following comments were received :- 
 

 The target is 66%, this hopefully will add 3.6%, 
hopefully no real issues and move forward in 
getting and keeping over 70%. 

 

 Further supportive comments from Committee were 
received on reducing flytipping and improving 
targets. 

 
Resolved that: 



 
 
 
 
   

 
a) Committee consider and discuss the reports to 

allow Scrutiny to examine the potential policy 
changes relating to the acceptance of trade waste 
at the HWRCs by providing a critical friend 
challenge to the policy makers and decision 
makers. 

 
b) that a six monthly report be provided (from the start 

date). 

216   Household Waste & 
Recycling Centre 
(HWRC) Van Permit 

Councillor David Hughes, Portfolio Member provided 
Committee with a detailed overview of the Household 
Waste and Recycling Centre (HWRC) Van Permit report. 
 
The following questions were raised and answered in detail 
by the Officers present: 
 

 Is this multi-purpose vehicles? Can you clarify what 
a MPV is? 

 

 Is this at both sites? 
 

 When is the start date? 
 

 What are the timing and publicity arrangements? 
 

 When can this be taken to Council? 
 
The following comments were received:- 
 

 Supportive comments from Committee were 
received and the hope that it would reduce fly-
tipping. 

 
Resolved that: 
 

a) Committee consider and discuss the report to allow 
Scrutiny to examine the potential policy changes 
relating to van permit scheme at the HWRCs by 
providing a critical friend challenge to the policy 
makers and decision makers. 

217   Children’s Play Areas / 
Playgrounds 

Councillor David Hughes, Portfolio Member led Committee 
through the Children’s Play Areas/Playgrounds report. 
 
The following questions were raised by Committee and 
answered in detail by the Officers present:- 
 

 Page 30 (para. 3.2) states Council manages 53 on 
report, but 51 on appendix, can you explain the 
discrepancy? 
 

 Figure cost of £70 – 100K each site, figure received 
in writing this year was approximately £70K year, 
how is there a £30K difference? 

 

 Clarity sought over ownership of sites (Leisure 



 
 
 
 
   

Trust or Local Authority) if equipment is vandalised 
and needs replacing, who is responsible? 

 

 How many are planned next year? 
 

 Are we adopting a new system of procurement? 
Will this save us money? 

 

 Section 7 – not a lot of detail/precision, need to 
build on working with communities.  Can you 
suggest ways of linking up with community groups? 

 

 Where vandalism has taken place, it there any 
opportunity for security or cctv to be installed? 
 

 Has inflation been taken into account? 
 

 Are there any types of more robust flooring that has 
been used in other Authorities? 

 

 Need to review this plan frequently, what is in the 
Plan to review this programme? 

 

 After carrying out sites visit, can you look at this 
again? 

 

 Is there any way to increase to five or more 
playgrounds a year? 

 
The following comments were received:- 
  

 Supportive comments were received from 
Committee Members, although it was raised 
whether visiting all sites was practical. 

 
Resolved that: 
 

a) That the scrutiny committee challenges the 
progress made on the delivery of the playground 
development plan and provide recommendations 
for consideration prior to the next stage of the plan 
being presented to Cabinet. 

 
b) An annual report be brought back to Committee. 

218   Report 
Recommendations 

The Chair informed Committee that he felt the reports were 
quite thorough and left very little to be scrutinised and 
invited comments on the Report recommendations from 
Committee Members. 
 
Comments:- 
 

 All recommendations were excellent. 
 

 On the Playround Report, it was felt that visiting 
more than 50 sites was a mammoth task and 
unachievable.  

 



 
 
 
 
   

 Need to get things started, dates brought forward.  
 

 No clarity provided on exactly how the Van Permit 
changes will be communicated/advertised to the 
public.   
 

 Suggested that rather than seeing all playground 
sites, that just the new ones are visited and expert 
views to be taken on board. 

219   Feedback on Scrutiny 
Activities 

The Chair advised that the site visits will go ahead. 

220   Any other business 
deemed urgent by the 
Chair 

It was requested by a Committee Member that in light of 
how close it was to Christmas, the 19th December 2022 
meeting be brought forward by a week. 
 
The Chair advised this matter would be looked into. 

 
 

 


